TO  THE  PUBLIC  AT  LARGE, 

And  to  the  Commercial  and  Professional  Part  of 
the  British  Community  in  particular , 

THE  FOLLOWING  PROSPECTUS  IS  SUBMITTED, 

RELATIVE  TO  AN 

Improvement  of  general  Importance. 


TEIE  almoft  innumerable  complaints  which  have  for 
fome  years  paft  been  made  relative  to  Writing  Ink  by 
various  perlbns  of  the  greateft  eminence  in  their  feveral  pro- 
fefiions,  and  alfo  by  various  gentlemen  who  fill  feveral  of  the 
moll  refpedtable  fituations  in  the  Public  Offices  under  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  the  law  departments,  and  by  others  who,  although 
not  immediately  connedted  with,  are  more  remotely  concerned 
in  exteniive  mercantile  concerns  in  Great- Britain,  Ireland, 
&c.  are  amongft  the  foremoft  of  the  feveral  reafons  which 
the  Proprietor  offers  for  thus  intruding  himfelf  on  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  public. 

It  is  nQt  improbable  that  the  prefent  fubjedl  may  to  fome, 
at  fir  ft  fight,  feem  almoft  too  trivial  to  engage  their  notice ; 
but  a  candid  inveftigation  of  the  following  detail  will  convince 
fuch  that,  in  a  commercial,  nay,  even  in  an  individual  point 
of  view,  there  is  fcarcely  any  article  more  generally  fervice- 
able,  and  few  are  the  inftances  where  the  durability  of  what 
we  ufe  is  of  fo  great  importance,  as  the  medium  by  which 
we  wifh  in  unfading  characters  to  tranfmit  ourfelves  and  our 
moft  momentous  concerns  to  generations  yet  unborn. 

Several  years  have  elapfed  fince  the  writer  firfl  directed  his 
attention  towards  the  attainment  an  object  fo  defirable  ; 
and  he  trufts  the  event  will  fully  prove  that  the  experiments 
in  which,  during  that  time,  he  has  been  engaged,  fo  far  from 
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having  proved  abortive,  have  fucceeded  beyond  his  moft  fan^ 
guine  expectation.  He  will  not,  therefore,  intrude  on  the 
time  or  patience  of  the  reader  by  a  lengthy  introduction,  or  a 
laboured  panegyric  of  that,  whofe  fate  he  withes  to  be 
decided  by  a  public  examination ,  and  whofe  merit  muft  appear 
when  thus  reduced  to  the  ordeal  to  which  any  individual  may 
fubjeCt  it,  by  applying  for  the  Chemical  British  Japan 
Ink  Powder,  agreeable  to  the  reference  given  at  the  clofe  of 
this  profpeCtus. 

The  unprecedented  durability  of  the  Ink  made  from  thefe 
Powders  is  but  one  of  the  many  excellent  properties  with 
which  it  is  endued  ;  without  being;  clogged  or  overloaded 
with  a  clammy  gloffinefs,  it  pofleftes  an  intenfe  degree  of 
blacknefs,  and  a  becoming  luftre,  aiid  is  not  liable  to  be 
affeCted  by  any  variety  of  climate  or  of  feafon;  nor  does  it 
l'often  the  quill,  or  clog  the  nib  of  the  pen  like  the  Ink  which 
is  generally  ufed  to  obviate  thefe  defeCts ;  they  are  frequently 
made  lo  thin  as  to  fall  fpontaneoully  from  the  pen,  or  in  con- 
fequence  they  link  lb  deep  into  the  paper,  as  to  form  a  very 
unpleafant' appearance  on  the  reverfe. 
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The  Ink  alfo  which  has  heretofore  been  made  for  public 
fervice,  is  frequently,  at  firft  ufmg,  fo  faint  or  pale,  as  hardly 
to  be  legible;  or  if  it- has  become  black  afterwards,  or  has 
ever  appeared .  fo  at  the  time  of  writing,  a  fpeedy  altera¬ 
tion  to* a  rufty.  brown  or  iron-mould  complexion  has  exhi¬ 
bited  a .jr moll  unfeemly  appearance,  efpecially  in  ledgers, 
records,  teftamentary  and  other  writings,  whofe  prefervation 
is  generally  a  circumftance  of  the  utmoft  confequence.  The 
commercial  and  profeffional  part  of  the  community  require 
but  few  arguments  to  convince  them  how  much  a  good 
Writing  Ink  is  needed;  and  a  little  reflexion  will  convince 
even  individuals,  in  the  private  walks  of  life,  that  the  perma¬ 
nency  of  their  manufcripts  is  of  much  importance  to  thofe 
who  fet  a  due  value  on  the  epiftolary  favours  which  they 
derive  by  a  communication  with  abfent  andfar-diftant  friends, 
whofe  fentimental  effulions  muft  be  enhanced  in  proportion 
as  they  are  enabled,  by  art  and  fcience,  to  withftand  the 
effects  of  time; — for  the  want  of  fuch  an  aid,  how  many 
valuable  difcoveries  have  long  lince  been  buried  in  oblivion, 
how  have  the  treafures  of  friendfhip  gradually  and  irreco¬ 
verably  faded  under  the  eye  of  furviving  relatives,  and  tranf- 
a&ions  of  the  utmoft  moment  been  involved  in  doubt  and 
intricacy ! 
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As  the  Ink  made  from  theChemical  Britifh  Japan IrikPowdcr 
pofleffes,  however,  fome  advantages  over  other  Ink  Powders, 
which  have  not  as  yet  been  noticed,  and  which  conftitute  no 
inconfiderable  part  of  the  decided  fuperiority  which  they 
have  above  every  other  kind,  thefe  fhall  be  detailed  in  brief. 
Various  kinds  of  writing  have  heretofore  required  different 
forts  of  Ink,  fome  being  efpecially  adapted  for  commercial  or 
fcholaftic  ufes,  whilft  another  fort  was  appropriated  for  the 
engroffing  of  records,  and  a  third  peculiarly  fet  apart  for  the 
feveral  varieties  of  elegant  or  ornamental  penmanfliip.  To 
each  of  thefe,  however,  as  to  every  other  mode  in  which 
Vi/  riting  Ink  is  applied,  the  Ink  made  from  the  above  Powders 
is  happily  fuited,  by  the  peculiarity  of  its  combination, 
at  the  lame  time  that  it  will  not  fink  through  the  thinneft 
writing  paper,  or  clog  even  a  crow-quill ;  fo  that  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  is  adapted  for  the  fmalleft  penmanfhip,  owing  to 
its  flowing  with  the  moft  perfedt  freedom,  yet,  when  ufed  for 
the  coarfer  kinds  of  writing,  as  German  Text,  engrofling  on 
parchment,  &c.  &c.  every  ftroke  of  the  pen  is  not  only  well 
filled  up,  but' the  performance  is  completed  without  any  of 
that  apparent  greaiinefs  which  attends  the  common  Ink,  and 
the  letters  appear  fo  intenfely  black,  as  to  form  a  ftriking  and 
pleaflng  contrail:  with  the  complexion  of  the  Ikin  or  paper. 

i  '  ’■ 

From  thefe  and  other  confl derations  of  a  like  kind,  it  is 
that  the  Chemical  Britifh  Japan  Ink  Powder  is  fo  ftrongly 
recommended  to  the  public,  the  price  of  which,  when  it  is 
confldered  how  long  a  pint  of  Ink  will  lafl,  for  one  packet  of 
the  Powder  at  Is.  makes  a  pint  of  Ink,  will  prove  no  fmali 
argument  in  its  favour,  efpecially  as  its  properties,  which 
have  been  explained,  are  alfo  warranted  ;  and  to  which  end,  on 
every  paper  is  printed  a  label,  by  which,  fhould  the  Ink  made 
from  the  contents  thereof  ever  fade,  the  purchafer  {hall,  upon 
demand,  be  returned  the  original  coft  of  it  by  the  perfon  of 
whom  it  was  bought. 
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DIRECTIONS 

HOW  TO  USE  THE 

Chemical  British  Japan  Ink  Powder. 

Empty  as  many  papers  of  the  Powder  as  you  with  to  make 
pints  of  Ink  into  a  ftone  bottle,  and  pour  on  it  as  many  pints 
o«f  water,  beer  meafure  ;  it  will  be  fit  for  ufe  in  a  few  days. 
Mr.  Barfoot,  Stationer,  No.  27,  Norton  Falgate,  Bilhopfgate- 
Without,  is  appointed  by  the  Proprietor,  the  only  agent  for 
the  general  fupply  of  the  above  Ink  Powders,  and  by  whom 
every  Stationer  and  Haberdafher,  &c.  in  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland  will  be  furnifhed  with  them  by  applying  to  him, 
poll  paid ;  but,  until  the  Trade  in  general  are  ferved  with  the 
article,  perfons  refiding  in  London  who  wifh  to  be  ferved, 
will  pleafe  to  apply  to  Mr.  Barfoot,  as  above  dire6ted,  and 
thofe  who  refide  in  the  country  will  diredl  to,  or  call  on  their 
refpe&ive  Stationers  for  them.  Price  Is.  per  paper. 

For  the  accommodation  of  fuch  as  would  prefer  their 
Ink  read}!  made,  it  may  be  had  in  bottles  at  8d.  or  twice  the 
quantity  for  Is.  2d.  each;  and,  as  a  fee-unity  to  the  buyer, 
Ihould  this  Ink,  or  that  which  is  made  from  the  Chemical  Bri- 
ti'fh  Japan  Ink  Powder,  ever  fade,  the  money  fhall  be  returned, 
on  demand,  by  the  perfon  of  whom  it  was  bought ;  but,  to 
prevent  counterfeits,  none  is  warranted,  unlefs  fealed  with  the 
creil,  and  bearing  the  name  of  the  Proprietor,  with  a  label 
patted  thereon,  containing  an  engagement  to  fulfil  the  fore'* 
going  promife. 

Ink-makers,  Stationers,  and  others  are  fupplied  by  Mr, 
Barfoot,  Stationer,  No.  2 7,  High-Street,  Norton  Falgate, 
Bilhopfgate-Street,  who  is  appointed  the  only  whole fale 
agent.  Orders,  therefore,  directed  to  him,  or  to  the  Pro¬ 
prietor,  poft  paid,  will  be  duly  executed  in  the  fame  liberal 
manner  which  has  been  obferved  ever  fince  the  firft  eftablifh- 
ment  of  this  concern,  and  which,  for  a  feries  of  Years,  has 
met  with  fuitable  approbation  and  encouragement. 


(Signed)  L.  DESORMEAUX,  Jun, 

No,  8,  Vine-Court,  Spitalfieldf , 


